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... downloads a document 
from a repository.

... records the information 
on document usage in a 
log file.

... publishes the internationally 
standardised usage statistics.

User

… gathers the log files and extracts 
the usage data.

… processes the usage data and 
transforms it into an XML format.

… makes the processed data 
available via an OAI interface.

… retrieves the anonymised 
usage data.

... processes the data according 
to international standards.

... sends the aggregated and
standardised usage data back 
to the repository.

Workflow OA-Statistik, August 2012

The Journal Impact Factor (JIF) is widely regarded as an indicator of the quality 
of a journal and of the papers published therein. The JIF is not calculated on the 
basis of individual papers, but is instead a journal-level metric. Usage statistics 
are an alternative to the JIF. They reflect the level of interest in accessing the 
content of an individual article and thereby enable item-level, usage-based 
assessment. 

Open Access documents on repositories are not subject to any access 
restrictions. Hence they form a very good basis for the collection of usage 
statistics and the establishment of a standardised, internationally comparable 
procedure.

The German project Open Access Statistics has adopted these arguments in 
order to increase the acceptance of open access among authors and users of 
scholarly publications by gathering internationally comparable usage statistics, 
and by providing a lasting infrastructure for the collection and processing of 
usage data.

The Project Open Access Statistics


